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The  Necessity  For  Faith  In  Religious 

Study. 

By  L.  D.  S.  Church    Sunday  School  Board. 


We  live  in  an  age  of  realism — in  an 
age  when  people  want  proof  for  what 
they  believe.  The  old  idea  that  "It  is 
good  enough  for  father  so  it  is  good 
.enough  for  me, ' 'is  fast  dying  out.  Men  and 
woman  are  not  so  ready  to  accept  old  stan- 
dards and  doctrines  merely  because  they 
are  pronounced  good  by  their  elders. 
'''  Why  are  they  good?"  "  Why  are  they 
better  than  new  standards?",  "  Why 
should  we  accept  them?"  are  the  ques- 
tions constantly  being  asked.  People 
seem  to  have  inquiring  minds.  They  have 
studied  evidence  and  reasoning.  They 
liave  delved  into  logic  and  have  discover- 
ed the  fallacies  of  unsupported  conclu- 
sions. They  have  observed  that  the  air- 
plane, the  steam  engine,  the  electric 
light,  the  telephone,  the  radio,  and  all 
other  modern  conveniences  have  come  to 
us,   not   bv   chance,    but  by  a  slow   and 


laborious  process  of  experiments,  con- 
ducted in  accordance  with  sound,  induc- 
tions and  deductions.  So  they  naturally 
ask  "Why?"  to  most  propositions. 

It  is  good  that  people  do  inquire,  for 
this  modern-day  tendency  has  filled  the 
world  with  prosperity  and  progression. 
Yet,  though  most  of  us  say  that  we  want 
proof  before  we  shall  believe,  a  little 
observation  will  show  that  everyone  ac- 
cepts many  conclusions  he  cannot  ex- 
plain. One  need  not  study  long  in  any 
field  before  he  finds  that  it  is  impossible 
to  know  everything.  He  soon  discovers 
that  no-  matter  how  ambitious  he  is,  he 
is  forced  constantly  to  accept  conclusions, 
many  of  which  are  mysteries  to  him.  In 
this  world  of  astonishing  advancement 
so  many  things  are  happening  that  even 
the  most  inquiring  minds  must  often 
blindly  accept  as  true  what  others  have 
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discovered.  Many  of  the  most  common- 
place things  of  life  are  unexplainable  to 
a  great  many  who  enjoy  them.  For  in- 
stance, as  I  sit  at  my  desk  writing,  I 
observe  that  it  is  getting  dark.  I  know 
that  if  I  push  an  electric  switch  on  the 
wall  the  electric  globes  above  my  head 
will  give  forth  light.  Yet  I  cannot  ex- 
plain why.  I  know  that  the  light  is  pro- 
duced by  electricity,  but  what  is  it?  No- 
body has  been  able  to  find  out  yet.  The 
skill  of  man  has  been  able  to  harness  it 
and  make  it  useful,  yet  it  still  remains  a 
mystery.  Who  knows  where  it  comes 
from,  or  of  what  it  is  composed,  or  what 
powers  created  it  and  control  it?  All 
this  is  still  unexplainable.  Nevertheless 
I  do  not  deny  its  existence  nor'  its  useful- 
ness. Experience  has  taught  me  that  if 
I  do  what  those  who  harnessed  it  and 
brought  it  from  the  generating  plant, 
near  a  hill- side  stream  over  wires  to  my 
home,  tell  me  to  do,  it  will  give  me  light. 
That  is  why  I  am  so  confident  that  the 
mere  pressing  of  the  switch  will  illumi- 
nate my  room.  Of  my  own  knowledge, 
I  know  little  about  electricity  or  how  it 
is  harnessed  and  controlled,  but  I  have 
learned  to  obey  the  instructions  of  those 
who  know  more  about  it  than  I,  and  so 
I  am  able  to  partake  of  the  comforts  it 
gives.  In  the  corner  of  the  room  stands 
a  radio.  If  I  but  turn  a  switch  on  it, 
it  will  sing  to-  me,  play  for  me,  talk  to 
me,  and  entertain  me.  Though  I  know 
as  little  about  it  as  I  do*  of  electricity,  I 
know  that  it  will  perform  for  me  if  I 
merely  turn  the  switch.  I  also  know 
that  I  must  comply  with  the  instructions 
of  the  maker  of  the  instrument  if  I  am  to 
get  proper  results.  I  may  convince  my- 
self that  there  are  a  dozen  better  ways  to 
turn  the  radio  on,  than  the  turning  of  a 
switch,  yet  I  must  always  be  forced  to 
the  ultimate  conclusions  that  no  other 
way  will  suffice.  I  might,  for  example, 
ask  it  to  play  for  me,  or  shout  at  it,  or 
press  the  switch  instead  of  turning  it, 
or  beat  upon  its  cabinet  with  my  fists, 
and  still  no  sound  will  come.  Why?  Be- 
cause I  am  setting  up  my  judgment  on  a 
matter  I  am  not  fully  informed  about  a- 
gainst  the  judgment  of  him  who  created 


the  machine,  I  am  refusing  to  follow  the 
instructions  of  the  inventor — the  one  who 
knows  ;  so  I  fail.  But  as  soon  as  I  do  the 
thing  that  I  am  told  to  do  and  turn  the 
switch,  the  dead  cabinet  comes  to  life. 
It  makes  no  difference  whether  the  turn- 
ing of  that  switch  seems  silly,  or  sen- 
sible, or  necessary,  I  must  turn  it  in  ac- 
cordance with  instructions  or  no*  sound 
will  come  forth. 

That  is  the  way  it  is  with  most  things 
of  life.  We  enjoy  them  not  because  we 
understand  them,  nor  because  they  al- 
ways seem  reasonable  to  us,  but  because 
we  have  learned  to  follow  the  instruc- 
tions of  them,  who  do  understand.  To 
take  another  example,  how  many  people 
who  drive  automobiles  can  explain  their 
mechanics?  Perhaps  half  the  drivers 
cannot.  They  have  merely  learned  that 
by  turning  a  switch  and  pressing  a  star- 
ter, the  motor  will  begin  running.  Then 
if  the  clutch  is  pushed  in,  and  the  gears 
properly  meshed,  and  the  clutch  let  out 
again,  the  machine  will  move  forward. 
Thus  most  of  us  drive  automobiles — 
many  of  us  in  complete  ignorance  of  their 
mechanics.  Merely  because  we  have 
learned  that  by  doing  precisely  as  the 
makers  instructed,  we  are  transported  in 
comfort.  It  makes  no  difference  what 
we  think  of  the  instructions,  we  fail  if 
we  do  not  comply  with  them.  To  turn 
on  the  switch  before  pushing  the  starter, 
may  seem-  silly  to  us.  We  may  reason 
with  ourselves  that  coal  oil  is  as  good  a 
fuel  as  gasoline.  Our  desires  may  prompt 
us  to  adjust  the  gears  without  putting  in 
the  clutch.  In  spite  of  all  our  reasoning, 
we  must  eventually  come  to  an  under- 
standing that  the  plan  outlined  by  him 
who^  created  the  machine,  should  be 
followed  to  get  the  best  results. 

Religion  is  a  lot  like  that.  Though  men 
and  woman  on  every  hand  are  willing  to 
accept  unexplainable  conclusions  and 
blindly  follow  instructions  regarding 
many  of  the  most  commonplace  things  of 
life,  we  hear  them  constantly  saying  that 
they  cannot  accept  the  fact  that  there  is 
a  God  because  they  cannot  see  him  nor 
prove  His  existence.  We  hear  them 
contend  that  God's  existence  cannot  be 
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proved  by  principle  of  logic  ;  so  He  must 
not  be.  We  hear  them  laugh  at  state- 
ments that  God  has  re-established  His 
Church  upon  the  earth  in  modern  times, 
through  revelation,  because  it  seemed 
to  them  that  there  was  no  necessity  for 
the  act,  or  because  they  felt  that  it  did 
not  seem  reasonable  that  He  would  pro- 
ceed as  He  did.  So  because  human 
knowledge  has  not  yet  been  able  to  prove, 
through  logic  or  science,  that  there  is  a 
divine  being  who>  created  and  controls  the 
universe,  many  refuse  to  accept  religion. 
Others  to<  whom  religion  seems  reason- 
able seek  to'  prove  the  existence  of  God 
by  going  to  ■school  and  acquiring  higher 
education.  They  delve  into  science  in 
search  of  proof.  They  apply  to  reason 
and  logic  to-  substantiate  their  hopes  that 
He  does  exist.  But  usually  they  fail  to 
find  the  light.  Why?  Because  they  do 
not  follow  instructions. 

In  like  manner,  those  who>  attempt  to 
develop  a  belief  in  God  by  spending  their 
time  studying  theories  and  doctrines 
which  conflict  with  religion  fail.  "That 
which  holds  attention  determines 
action,''"  is  a  psychological  principle  an- 
nounced by  James,  a  third  of  a  century 
ago,  and  is  still  accepted  by  psychology 
students  of  the  world.  What  James 
meant  by  that  statement  was  that  we 
will  eventually  do  what  we  think.  If  we 
think  evil,  we  eventually  do  evil.  If  we 
think  good,  we  will  do  good.  If  we  study 
theories,  or  think  thoughts  which  are  all 
against  religion,  our  conduct  will  eventu- 
ally be  out  of  harmony  with  religion.  He 
who-  would  not  lose  his  faith  in  God 
should  balance  his  thinking  and  study 
so  that  part  of  his  time  is  spent  in  ob- 
serving that  which  is  good  in  his  beliefs. 
By  so  doing,  he  will  not  lose  his  sense 
of  values,  but  will  maintain  an  educa- 
tional balance.  Leave  religion  and  jGrod 
out  of  learning  and  we  fail.  (Doc.  and 
Cov.  93:  26-31). 

How  then  does  a  testimony  come? 

God,  the  author  of  religion,  has  told  us 
how  to  find  the  truth.  He  has  told  us  as 
clearly  as  any  manufacturer  has  ever  told 
how  to  operate  his  product.  His  instruc- 
tions are  as  easy  to  carry  out  as  any  in- 


structions. They  are  built  upon  faith  and 
prayer.  "  All  things  whatsoever  ye  shall 
ask  in  prayer,  believing,  ye  shall  re- 
ceive." Matthew  21:22)  "  Ask  God,  the 
eternal  Father,  in  the  name  of  Christ,  if 
these  are  not  true  ;  and  if  ye  shall  ask 
with  a  sincere  heart,  with  real  intent, 
having  faith  in  Christ,  He  will  manifest 
the  truth  of  it  unto  you,  by  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.  And  by  the  power 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  ye  may  know  the 
truth  of  all  things."  (Moroni  10:  4-5) 
"If  any  of  you  lack  wisdom,  let  him  ask 
of  God,  that  giveth  to  all  men  liberally, 
and  upbraideth  not ;  and  it  shall  be  given 
him.  But  let  him  ask  in  faith,  nothing- 
wavering.  For  he  that  wavereth  is  like 
a  wave  of  the  sea  driven  with  the  wind 
and  tossed."     (James  1:  5-6). 

Higher  learning  is  a  great  thing.  It 
enables  one  to  discover  proofs  and  evi- 
dences to  substantiate  beliefs.  A  knowl- 
edge of  the  sciences  is  an  indispensable 
aid  in  the  acquiring  and  understanding  of 
the  work  of  God,  but  they  are  not  the 
things  through  which  a  testimony  "which 
burns  one's  soul"  can  come.  They  are 
valuable,  for  they  open  up  avenues 
whereby  one  can  discover  reasons  for  his 
belief — reasons  which  comply  with  sound 
principles — but  they  cannot  satisfy  the 
soul  and  make  one  say,  "I  know  it  is  the 
truth."  Knowledge  of  God  comes  in  a 
simpler  way — a  way  that  is  within  the 
grasp  of  all  mankind.  It  comes  of  follow- 
ing the  instructions  of  (God — praying  in 
the  name  of  Christ,  with  a  sincere  heart 
and  a  real  intent,  having  faith  in  Christ. 
That  is  the  key  to  an  understanding  of 
religion.  Was  not  God  just  when  He 
made  it  so?  What  a  pity  if  only  the 
learned  could  know  God.  Think  of  what 
the  human  race  would  have  missed,  if 
education,  or  culture,  or  abundant  knowl- 
edge were  necessary  prerequisites  to  a 
knowledge  that  He  exists.  But  He  did 
not  plan  it  thus,  for  every  human  being 
who  inhabits  the  earth  has  within  his 
reach  the  ability  to  acquire  an  undying 
conviction  that  He  lives.  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants,  84:  44-47). 

It  is  through  faith  and  prayer  that  men 
and   women   have   acquired   such    strong 


146 


CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  CROSS 


testimonies  of  the  greatness  of  God's 
work  that  they  have  been  willing  to  sacri- 
fice home,  wealth,  comfort,  and  even  life, 
for  His  cause.  It  has  been  through  fol- 
lowing the  instructions  of  God,  the 
author  of  religion,  that  hundreds  of 
millions  of  people  have  obtained  the 
comforting  peace  of  mind  and  soul  which 
religion  affords.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
is  as  inconsistent  for  us,  in  the  face  of 
these  instructions,  to  seek  knowledge  of 
God  in  any  other  way  as  it  is  for  us  to 
attempt  to  fly  an  airplane  in  violation  of 
rules.  Whether  we  approve  of  it  or  not, 
the  plan  for  obtaining  a  knowledge  of 
the  existence  of  God  is  clearly  outlined. 
If  we  will  obtain  a  testimony,  we  must 
eventually  follow  instructions  regardless 
of  our  feelings  in  the  matter. 

Religion,  which  was  created  by  Our 
Heavenly  Father,  was  sent  to  earth  to 
bless  mankind.  Everyone  who  lives  is  at 
liberty  to  enjoy  the  wholesome  comforts 
and  truths  which  come  from  a  belief  in 
His  divine  power.  Yet  though  the  pri- 
vileges of  such  a  belief  are  universal, 
only  those  who  will  humble  themselves 
enough  to  bow  down  in  prayer  before 
Him  who  created  the  universe  and  placed 
life  upon  our  planet,  can  know  with- 
in his  heart  of  a  surety  that  there  is  a 
God.  Faith,  which  is  the  first  principle 
of  the  church,  is  the  door  through  which 
testimony  can  come.  We  know  that  it  is 
so  because  jGod  has  told  us.  If  we  are  to 
acquire  the  type  of  knowledge  of  God 
that  will  strengthen  our  testimonies  to  a 
point  of  knowledge,  we  must  follow  the. 
instructions  outlined  by  the  Almighty. 

Is  there  any  proof  that  faith  and 
prayer,  as  described  above,  will  bring  re- 
ligious conviction?  Consult  any  person 
who  has  followed  God's  instructions  in 
the  matter  and  you  have  your  answer. 
Scholars,  scientists,  and  agnostics  have 
failed  in  their  attempts  to  know  for  a 
surety  through  research  alone  that  there 
is  a  God,  but  who  has  heard  of  any  per- 
son, great  or  small,  who  has  humbled 
himself  in  earnest  prayer,  and  done  as 
God  has  instructed,  and  has  not  received 
in  answer  the  burning  testimony  of 
knowledge.  In  their  hearts  they  have 
known  that  Job  was  right  when  he  said 


"  I  know  that  my  redeemer  liveth."  The 
promises  and  instructions  of  God  have 
been  tested  by  millions  and  have  been 
found  to>  work. 

What  benefits  come  from  following  in: 
st  ructions 

They  a.re  too  numerous  to  be  named. 
Enumerate  all  the  blessings  that  will  come 
to  one  who  is  in  tune  with  the  spirit  of  a 
Parental  God,  who  knows  the  rules  of 
life,  happiness,  and  prosperity,  and  is 
anxiously  waiting  for  a  chance  to'  pour  out 
upon  His  children  the  benefits  of  His 
knowledge  and  love  if  they  will  but  seek 
His  blessings,  and  you  have  your  answer 
to  the  inquiry,  "  Is  it  worth  while." 

Today,  when  science  is  bringing  the 
hitherto  supernatural  into  the  realms  of 
the  known  and  is  proving  that  law  and 
order  abound  everywhere,  it  should  not 
be  difficult  to  accept  the  fact  that  behind 
all  of  the  wonders  of  the  world  is  an  in- 
telligence which  has  planned  and  organ- 
ized all  that  is.  Every  scientific  discovery 
tends  to  disprove  the  theory  that  the 
world,  the  universe,  living  beings,  and 
all  that  is  came  into  existence  by  chance. 
It  is  foolish  to>  deny  that  behind  it  all  is 
superhuman  intelligence.  That  intelli- 
gence is  possessed  by  God.  As  religion  is 
also  one  of  his  products,  designed  to  help 
mankind,  human  beings  should  hesitate 
before  ignoring  the  commandments  of 
their  creator. 

As  wre  follow  this  course  of  study,  let 
us  remember  that  even  in  this  age  of  real- 
ism man  must  accept  much  that  he  can- 
not prove.  Let  us  attempt  to  find  the 
truth  about  religion  by  following  the 
course  outlined  bv  its  author — God. 


A    Sentiment   worth   Remembering. 

The  East  India  people  have  a  saying 
well  worth  remembering  and  being  put 
into  practice,  because  it  expresses  the 
truth  in  such  a  direct  way  that  it  cannot 
be  misunderstood.  If  it  is  heeded,  very 
few  will  wander  far  from  the  straight  and 
narrow  way : 

So>  talk  with   God,   as   if  men  were 
listening ; 
So  walk  with  men,  as  if  God  were  pre- 
sent." — J.  C.  Hogenson. 
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A    DIVORCE    CIVILIZATION    WILL 
REGRET. 


By  Dr.  Hugjh  M.  Woodward,  Department 
of  Education,  Brigham  Young  University 


A  problem  of  modern  civilization  which 
is  giving  much  concern  to  earnest  obser- 
vers is  the  separation  of  religious  atti- 
tudes from  the  industrial,  political,  and 
intellectual  interests  of  life.  Of  recent 
years  there  has  been  a  marked  increase  in 
the  tendency  of  individuals  in  society  to 
have  one  code  for  religious  interests,  a- 
nother  for  business,  another  for  politics, 
and  still  others  for  different  practical 
phases  of  life.  In  the  world  of  education 
the  separation  of  religious  attitudes  and 
pure  intellecualism  has  reached  such  a 
point  that  many  of  our  leading  thinkers 
question  whether  university  training  is 
doing  its  part  to  prepare  moral  and 
ethical  men.  It  is  charged  by  one  of  the 
leading  statesmen  of  the  nation  that 
many  of  the  intrigues,  plots,  and  unlaw- 
ful schemes  .which  are  perpetrated  against 
society  in  various  phases  of  life  are  creat- 
ed and  directed  by  university  brains.  It 
is  to  be  deeply  regretted  that  in  our  poli- 
tical life  personal  advantage,  special  pri- 
vilege, and  the  desire  to<  control,  domin- 
ate to  such  an  extent  that  men  who 
should  be  statesmen  are  swerved  from  a 
conscientious  path  to  one  of  mere  expedi- 
ency. The  phrase,  "It  is  business,"  re- 
presents the  attitude  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  business  world  toward  things  financial 
and  industrial.  It  is  a  terse  way  of  say- 
ing that  what  holds  good  in  ethics  and 
morals  and  religion  does  not  necessarily 
hold  in  the  business  world. 

Selfish  interests  are  not  altogether  to 
blame  for  the  condition  described  above. 
The  very  philosophy  of  many  of  the 
churches  concerning  religious  and  prac- 
tical life  has  done  much  to  produce  the 
separation.  A  minister  called  upon  me 
some  time  ago  and  said  he  was  desirous 
of  doing  the  people  of  Utah  as  much  good 
as  possible.  I  asked  him  if  he  had  any 
particular  message  to  bring  to  them.    He 


said  his  principal  thought  was  to  show  the 
people  the  difference  between  "Mormon- 
ism  "  and  Christianity.  I  asked  him 
what  the  essential  characteristics  of 
Christianity  are  as  he  conceived  them. 
He  said  the  main  one  was  to  do  good  to 
others,  and  I  asked  him  if  that  were  the- 
dividing  line  between  "  Mormonism  " 
and  Christianity. 

"No,"  he  said,  "I  wouldn't  say  that." 

"  Well  what  are  the  other  elements  of 
Christianity  as  you  understand  them?" 
After  naming  a  number,  each  time  I 
would  ask  him  if  that  were  the  thing 
that  makes  the  distinction  between 
"  Mormonism  "  and  Christianity. 

Finally  he  said,  The  great  difference 
between  "Mormonism  "  and  Christianity 
lies  in  the  fact  that  the  '  Mormons  '  have 
blasphemed  God  and  degraded  religion 
by  making  it  so  materialistic  and  by  lay- 
ing so  much  stress  upon  the  temporal 
and  practical  in  their  religious  worship." 
I  asked  him  if  he  conceived  of  the  tem- 
poral and  practical  as  being  contradictory 
to  the  spiritual. 

He  said,  "  There  are  two  elements  in 
the  universe,  material  and  spirit.  Spirit 
is  always  opposed  to  the  temporal  or 
material  and  the  material  is  opposed  to 
the  spirit. 

This  notion  of  spirituality  is  a  very 
common  one.  Here  spirituality  is  con- 
ceived of  as  some  element  of  human  life 
abstracted  from  the  rest  of  life.  The 
monks  who^  withdrew  from  the  political 
and  social  life  of  Rome  in  order  to  engage 
in  religious  pursuits  to  the  exclusion  of 
everything  else,  had  something  of  the 
same  philosophy.  Some  years  ago  I  spent 
a  week  in  southern  Utah  with  Dr.  H.  H. 
Powers.  After  saying  many  fine  things 
about  the  people  of  this  section  he  said, 
"  There  is  one  thing  in  which  I  have 
been  very  much  disappointea'.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  "  Mormon  "  people  have 
become  a  spiritualless  people.  They  have 
become  so  engrossed  in  the  temporal 
things  of  life  that  the  spiritual  has  been 
neglected." 

It  was  evident  that  Dr.  Powers  had  a 
conception  of  spirituality  akin  to  the  one 
just  described.     I  explained  to  him  that 
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11  te  "Mormons"  had  not  become  a,  spirit- 
ualless  people  because  they  had  included 
temporal  interests  in  thier  religion,  but 
that  they  had  an  entirely  different  notion 
of  spirituality,  that  spirituality  of  them 
Was  not  a  something  separated  from  the 
rest  of  life  but  rather  an  attitude  toward 
all  the  interests  of  life.     The  spirituality 
which    dominates    the    Latter-day    Saint 
•Church  is  a  tendency  in  the  souls  of  the 
people  to  seek  co-operation  and  a  better 
adjustment  with  the  intelligent,  progres- 
sive and  safe  powers  of  the  universe,  to 
co-operate  with  God  in  all  the  affairs  of 
life  in  such  a  way  that  political,  social, 
and    industrial    interests    might  be  lived 
with  an  eye  single  to  the  greatest  spirit- 
ual development  of  the  individual ;  that 
the  individual  who  lives  the  philosophy  of 
the    "Mormon"    Church    is    not    self- 
sufficient  in  business  and  politics  and  in- 
tellectuality, and  humble  only  in  his  sup- 
plication to  God,  but  he  looks  upon  life 
as  a  unit.     He  looks  upon  the  temporal, 
the  spiritual,  and  the  social  as  important 
elements  of  a  life  that  can  be  lived  in  co- 
operation with  the  directing  Spirit  of  God. 
He  is,  therefore,  humble  in  all  things  and 
strives  for  greater  inspiration  and  knowl- 
edge of  God,  for  a  better  adjustment  to 
the  universe  as  a  whole,   for  a  more  perfect 
co-operation  with  other  individuals  in  the 
business  of  creating  "  life  more  abund- 
ant."      He.  is  also  grateful  for  his  job, 
whether  it  be  on  a  farm,  in  the  factory, 
or  as  a  professor  of  education,  and  looks 
upon  it  as  an  opportunity  of  co-operating 
with  God  in  bringing  to  pass  a  richer  life 
for  the  souls  of  men.     He,  therefore,  be- 
comes whole  hearted  in  his  response  to- 
ward the  progressive  forces  of  life.     As 
he  strives  to  see  the  oneness  in  the  pur- 
pose of  the  intelligent  forces  of  the  uni- 
verse, he  becomes  a  student  of  the  high- 
est order.     His  scientific  research  in  the 
various  fields  is  as  much  a  prayer  to  God 
for  co-operation  as  is  his  supplication  in 
his  secret  chamber.     His  efforts  to  con- 
struct the  temporal  things  of  life,  in  the 
colonizing  of  new  territory,  building  use- 
ful industries,  or  creating  means  of  harm- 
less enjoyment  are  as  much  a  sermon  for 
good   as  is   any  that  could  be   delivered 


from  the  pulpit.  He  sees  the  handiwork 
of  God  in  all  things  that  exist,  and  there- 
fore his  entire  life,  whether  it  is  in  the 
construction  of  temporal  things,  scientific 
research,  philosophic  thinking,  or  prayer 
and  devotion  to  his  Creator,  is  controlled 
by  his  overwhelming  desire  to'  co-operate 
with  the  responsible  and  life-giving  forces 
of  the  world.  More  than  this  "  Mormon- 
ism,"  in  its  actual  workings,  has  present- 
ed an  example  which  corresponds  to  this 
philosophy. 

About  two  years  ago  a  prominent  edu- 
cator said  to  me,  "The  remarkable  thing 
about  your  Church  is  that  it  seems  to 
satisfy  all  classes — the  rich  and  the  poor, 
the  learned  and  the  unlearned,  men  as 
well  as  women,  and  the  old  as  well  as  the 
young. ' '  This  universal  satisfaction  is  no 
mere  chance.  One  reason  for  it,  no 
doubt,  is  the  importance  placed  upon  the 
entire  range  of  man's  legitimate  activity. 
The  Latter-day  Saints  have  not  become 
spiritualless,  as  was  suggested,  but  be- 
cause of  their  fundamental  philosophy 
concerning  the  nature  of  matter  and 
spirit,  they  have  spiritualized  the  tem- 
poral and  practical,  and  made  practical 
the  spritual.  The  prayer  has  become  a 
part  of  the  digging  of  the  ditch,  and  the 
digging  of  the  ditch  has  become  a  part  of 
their  prayer.  There  is  no  special  group 
of  individuals  who  are  trained  in  spirit- 
uality because  spirituality  is  not 
conceived  of  as  something  that  can 
be  wrapped  up  in  a  robe.  It  is 
rather  an  attitude  toward  all  the  phases 
and  interests  of  life.  The  bishops  of  wards 
and  .presidents  of  stakes,  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Church,  have  been  chosen  be- 
cause of  their  ability  to  do  practical 
things,  and  because  of  their  attitude  that 
all  these  practical  things  should  be  done 
with  an  eye  single  to  the  glory  of  God  and 
a  complete  development  of  the  indivi- 
dual. The  Church  has  concerned  itself 
with  the  building  of  educational  systems, 
social  and  recreational  systems,  industries 
which  would  make  for  a  stable  and  whole- 
some community  life  ;  and,  in  fact,  with 
all  things  that  pertain  to  the  lives  of  its 
members.  Every  man,  woman,  and  child 
in    the    Church    becomes   a   worker    and 
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bears  a  responsibility  equal  to  his  or  her 
ability  to*  serve.  The  various  Church 
duties  assumed  pertain  to  all  the  worthy 
interests  of  life.  The  spiritual  attitude 
is  a  thing  common  to  all.  The  deacon  of 
twelve  years  has  it  in  the  cutting  of  the 
widow's  wood  as  well  as  has  the  President 
of  the  Church  in  the  management  of  a 
general  conference.  There  is  no  place 
that  a  line  can  be  drawn  where  one  set  of 
interests  can  be  called  religious  and  the 
other  temporal,  where  one  can  be  called 
spiritual  and  the  other  intellectual.  Con- 
sequently, the  entire  range  of  interests  of 
the  individual  who  espouses  the  philoso- 
phy and  the  system,  is  unified  by  a  re- 
ligious attitude,  the  principal  characteris- 
tic of  which  is  a  belief  that  all  things  are 
good  which  contribute  to  a  man's  greater 
joy  and  satisfaction. 

There  are  many  reasons  for  the  ap- 
parent separation  that  has  taken  place  in 
society  in  these  various  life  interests.  It 
is  not  my  purpose  to  discuss  them  here. 
Some,  perhaps,  have  been  unavoidable,  & 
some  are  avoidable,  but  the  fact  remains 
that  where  the  separation  has  taken 
place,  and  where  the  moral  and  ethical 
grip  does  not  control  the  intellectual 
forces,  selfishness,  greed  and  dissipation 
have  taken  the  place  of  altruism,  states 
manship,  and  a  responsible,  temperate 
life.  How  far  the  forces  of  society  can  be 
trained  to  take  on  this  unified  attitude 
only  the  future  can  tell,  but  if  "Mormon- 
ism"  should  do  nothing  more  than  pre- 
sent to>  the  world  a  practical  demonstra- 
tion of  a  unified  religious  attitude  in  the 
solution  and  living  of  the  entire  range  of 
life  interests,  it  will  perform  a  service  to 
the  world  the  beneficial  results  of  which 
cannot  be  measured. 
Provo,  Utah. 


RELIEF  SOCIETY  89  YEARS  OLD. 


Therefore,  sanctify  yourselves  that  your 
minds  become  single  to  God,  and  the  days 
will  come  that  you  shall  see  him;  for  he 
will  unveil  his  face  unto  you,  and  it  shall 
be  in  his  own  time,  and  in  his  own  way, 
and  according  to  his  own  will.  (D.  &  C. 
88:68.) 


Interesting,  editorial  taken  from  Desert 
News,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  Mar.  17,  '31 

A  student  examining  the  social  fabric 
of  this  city  and  surrounding  territory 
would  discover  in  the  texture  a  beautiful 
pattern  running  unobtrusively  under  the 
broad  and  high  colored  designs  that  first 
strike  the  eye.  This  quiet  pattern  in  the 
fabric  is  the  National  Woman's  Relief 
Society  which  today  celebrates  its  eighty- 
ninth  birthday. 

Every  week  in  these  mountain  states 
and  many  other  parts  of  the  world  a  large 
proportion  of  the  63,000  members  of  the 
society  meet  and  take  up  a  uniform  pro- 
gram of  study  and  work.  The  first  Tues- 
day in  the  month,  it  is  theology  and  testi- 
mony. The  second,  it  is  work  and  busi- 
ness, a  kind  of  social  gathering  where 
sewing  and  other  work  is  done.  The  third 
is  for  literary  study.  In  the  last  few 
years  the  subjects  have  been  English  and 
American  literature,  drama,  biography, 
and  this  year  the  short  story.  The  fourth 
Tuesday  is  devoted  to  the  problems  of 
human  relations  and  developing  person- 
ality. All  of  this  is  the  best  form  of  adult 
education,  but  it  represents  only  one 
phase  of  the  work. 

There  is  a  corps  of  "teachers"  in  this 
organization  who  make  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  million  visits  a  year  carry- 
ing aid,  instruction  and  neighborly  good- 
will to  a  hundred  thousand  families.  They 
are  there  when  sickness  comes,  when 
death  requires  kindly  hands  and  the  voice 
of  comfort.  They  have  in  untold  in- 
stances been  veritable  ministering  angels. 

But  this  organization  is  modern  in 
every  respect.  While  nothing  can  take 
the  place  of  kindliness,  they  realize  that 
with  the  growing  burden  of  poverty  relief, 
new  methods  must  be  employed.  Three 
or  four  times  a  year  they  hold  an  institute 
in  this  city  to  which  about  twenty-four 
stakes  each  send  a  representative.  These 
come  from  Idaho,  Arizona,  wherever  the 
organization  has  foothold. 

Eor  six  weeks  this  class  has  intensive 
training  during  each  forenoon  under  pro- 
fessors, doctors  and  trained  social  work- 
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ers  in  medicine,  sociology,  ethics  and  case 
work.  During  the  afternoon  they  do1  field 
work,  visiting  hospitals,  the  state  prison, 
Industrial  school,  Mental  hospital,  School 
for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Florence  Critten- 
den Home  and  Martha  Society  at  Ogden, 
and  also  the  homes  of  those  who>  are  in 
need.  They  learn  the  important  principles 
of  giving  relief  without  encouraging  that 
most  insidious  state  of  mind,  pauperism. 

This  part  of  the  world  is  much  better 
for  the  work  of  the  Naitonal  Woman's 
Relief  Society  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  whose  work 
has  never  been  limited  to  families  of  their 
own  belief,  but  who'  have  sought  to>  allevi- 
ate distress  wherever  and  as  soon  as  they 
could  discover  it. 


RELIEF  SOCIETY  CONVENTION. 


Before  the  expiration  of  the  present 
year,  if  present  plans  materialize  there 
will  be  a  convention  of  representatives  of 
all  Relief  Society  organizations  in  the 
Mission  at  Capetown.  This  convention 
will  take  up  problems  pertaining  to  the 
study  course  of  the  Societies  for  the  fol- 
lowing year,  also,  uniform  rules  and  re- 
gulations and  plans  for  procedure,  to- 
gether with  definite  assignments  for  ac- 
tivity of  each  member  of  the  presidency 
of  the  societies. 

It  is  very  noticible  that  some  of  the 
officers  have  nothing  to-  do,  and  some  of 
them  do  it  all.  This  of  course,  is  due  to 
improper  organization  among  the  officers 
themselves  and  hence,  poor  co-operation 
between  them.  Likewise,  when  there  is 
not  unity  among  the  officers,  plans  are 
not  definitely  worked  out  and  conse- 
quently propositions  for  the  advancement 
of  the  purposes  of  the  organization  are 
partly  put  into  force.  Following  such 
there  results  discontent,  discouragement 
and  unrest,  until  complaints  are  made 
that  some  officers  and  other  willing 
workers  never  get  to  do  for  the  organiza- 
tion the  things  they  could  do  with  much 
profit  to  the  work  in  general. 

To  finance  the  gathering  of  representa- 
tives of  Relief  organizations,  train  fares, 


etc.,  it  will  be  expected  that  each  branch 
will  prepare  a  concert  to  raise  funds  to 
send  a  representative  to  the  convention. 
Also,  to  insure  a  pocket  full  of  money  for 
the  purpose,  all  members  will  be  asked 
to  sell  ten  subscriptions  or  more  to 
CUMORAH'S  SOUTHERN  CROSS  at 
3/-  per  year,  and  in  turn  the  Society  will 
be  permitted  to  retain  one  third  of  the 
receipts  for  convention  purposes.  It  is 
not  thought  wise  to  request  each  branch 
to  raise  only  sufficient  money  to  send  a 
representative,  as  some  of  the  organiza 
tions  have  but  few  in  membership.  There- 
fore, all  organizations  will  have  to  co- 
operate and  work  as  a  unit  and  raise  all 
the  funds  they  possibly  can,  in  order  to 
help  some  other  organization.  The  in- 
structions on  the  manner  of  procedure 
will  be  sent  to  each  organization  by  the 
Mission  Relief  Society  President,  Sister 
Geneve  J.  Dalton. 

It  may  be  interesting  to  know  that  the 
Mission  Relief  Societies  have  been  given 
the  great  task  to  take  care  of  all  cases 
of  charity  and  the  poor  problems  of  the 
Mission.  Thus  far  this  year  results  have 
been  exceptionally  good  and  some  organ- 
izations have  distinguished  themselves  in 
managment,  thrift  and  co-operation  and 
already  during  the  depressing  times  we 
are  experiencing,  many  have  called  the 
names  of  the  Relief  Society  Sisters, 
bless-ed  for  the  relief  given  and  distress 
bridged. — D.M.D. 


SOUTH    AFRICAN    MISSION 
COMPLIMENTED. 


By  Millennial  Star. 


"A  Powerful  Proselyting  Agency." 


Last  year,  an  average  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  Books  of  Mormon  were  dis- 
tributed by  each  missionary  laboring  in 
the  South  African  Mission,  one  hundred 
and  six  of  which  were  sold  to  the  parties 
accepting  them.  This  number  per  mis- 
sionary was  the  highest  for  any  Mission 
of  the  European  group  for  1930.  The 
number  of  baptisms  per  missionary  was 
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also  the  highest.  We  heartily  congra- 
tulate them  for  their  diligent  labors. 

The  missionaries  of  the  British  Mis- 
sion last  year  distributed  4,366  Books  of 
Mormon,  an  increase  of  1,189  books,  or 
about  37  per  cent.,  over  1929.  This  also 
is  an  accomplishment,  and  the  British 
missionaries  have  our  compliments. 

From  the  first  publication,  the  Book  of 
Mormon  has  been  a  powerful  means  of 
preaching  the  Gospel.  In  Moroni  10': 
2-4,  this  promise  is  made: 

"  And  I  seal  up  these  records,  after  I 
have  spoken  a  few  words  by  way  of 
exhortation  unto  you 

And  when  ye  shall  receive  these 
things,  I  would  exhort  you  that  ye  would 
ask  God,  the  eternal  Father,  in  the  name 
of  Christ,  if  these  things  are  not  true  ; 
and  if  ye  shall  ask  with  a  sincere  heart, 
with  real  intent,  having  faith  in  Christ, 
he  will  manifest  the  truth  of  it  unto  you, 
by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost." 

Thousands,  from  all  parts  of  the  world- 
testify  that  this  promise  has  been  ful- 
filled. Many  people  have  first  obtained 
a  testimony  of  "  Mormonism  "  through 
reading  this  book.  This  promise  in  the 
Book  of  Mormon  is  being  fulfilled  to- 
day as  it  has  been  in  days  past,  and  will 
ever  be  a  witness  to  those  who  read  it 
with  the  proper  attitude  of  heart. 

William  D.  Callister. 

Taken  from  the  Millennial  Star,  British 
Mission  magazine  under  date  of 
Thursday,  April  9,  1931. 


THE  DRAMA  OF  LIFE. 


By  Elder  Kenneth  Sutherland. 


I  am  in  a  contemplative  mood.  The 
Drama  of  Life  is  speedily  taking  me  from 
the  old  scenes  to  the  new.  I  think! — a 
new  field  of  endeavor,  new  scenes,  new 
faces,  added  possibilities.  I  am  just  a 
trifle  apprehensive,  yet  withal  one 
thought  stands  paramount — whatever 
shall  be,  will  come  of  my  own  choosing 
and  that  to  my  eternal  credit  or  con- 
demnation. 


There  comes  forcibly  to  my  mind  that 
beautiful  truism  of  the  great  English 
Dramatist,  William  Shakespeare,  when 
he  writes  in  his  "  As  You  Like  It"  that 
"  all  the  world's  a  stage  and  all  the  men 
and  women  merely  players."  Is  not 
Shakespeare's  expression  manifestly 
true?  Are  not  all  playing  a  part  on  the 
stage  of  life?  It  is  so!  and  be  it  remem- 
bered that  the  part  we  play  here  will  de- 
termine our  status  in  the  world  to  come. 

How  we  adapt  ourselves  to  conditions, 
especially  new  conditions,  will  demon- 
strate the  depth  of  our  personality  and 
the  extent  of  moral  courage  inherent  in 
our  nature.  Adversities  and  obstacles  are 
sure  to  be  overcome.  As  we  surmount 
them  so1  do  we  enable  our  nature,  and 
qualify  ourselves  for  higher  things.  Also, 
a  finess  of  temperment  is  usually  de- 
veloped that  is  not  found  in  one  who  lives 
in  the  sheltered  atmosphere. 

Some  there  are  in  life  who  sacrifice  the 
finer  things  for  moment-pleasure,  and 
find  ultimately  that  the  draught  is  bitter, 
for  disillusionment  follows.  Others  with 
a  firm  conscious  ideal,  look  a  little  bit 
ahead,  striving  always  for  thier  objective. 
The  latter  class  are  usually  the  most 
happy  for  they  visualize,  through  faith 
a  higher  order  of  things,  yet  future. 

It  is  conceded  by  all  eminent  psycho- 
logists, that  happiness,  the  quest  of  all 
rational  people,  is  essentially  a  tempera- 
mental or  mental  condition.  Certain 
things  are  requisite  for  this  happiness  for 
instance  a  knowledge  of  the  purpose  of 
existence,  so  also,  a  correct  understand- 
ing of  our  relationship  to  each  other  as 
units  of  society.  The  one  who  goes 
through  life  as  a  mere  incident,  hap- 
hazardly, is  like  a  ship  without  a  rudder 
and  is  liable  to  be  tossed  on  the  rocks 
and  wrecked,  where  salvage  may  become 
necessary. 

Let  us  now  retire  to  the  realm  of  law. 
We  know  that  a  certain  cause  will  have 
a  corresponding  effect.  The  law  of  com- 
pensation or  causation,  we  find  is  inviol- 
ate. Nature  recompenses  those  obedient 
to  her  law  in  a  wonderful  way.  For  in- 
stance, the  one  who  works  hard  manual 
labor  develops  strong  muscles.     While  an 
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assiduous  exercise  of  the  brain  will  pro- 
duce additional  mental  powers.  And  so 
it  goes  on.  This  is  a  just  and  natural 
condition  of  things  for  omnipotence  is  in 
harmony  with  nature's  law.  Let  us  real- 
ize then  that  we  can  only  feel  strong  and 
happy  when  we  conform  our  actions  to 
the  dictates  of  conscience,  or  the  law  of 
life  as  made  manifest  through  the  same. 
The  art  of  living — how  profound  it  is. 
I  see  One  who  came  in  His  time  to  give 
more  abundant  life..  To  establish  a 
higher  order  of  things.  He  called  His  plan 
the  Gospel  and  proclaimed  it  as  a  system 
of  divine  truth,  that  would  save  and  exalt 
all  who  would  embrace  it.  I  see  the 
Gospel  and  Priesthood  lost  in  the  night 
of  darkness.  I  see  the  dawn  and  finally 
the  effulgent  ray  penetrating  the  gloom. 
I  see  Angels  with  keys  of  the  Priesthood 
coming  to  earth.  But  I  have  digressed 
somewhat.  I  was  waiting  for  the  climax, 
when  the  curtain  would  fall.  It  was  all 
so  wonderful  to  me — the  stage — the 
players — everything.  But — will  it  be  a 
success  or  failure?  it  is  for  us  to  decide. 
Do  we  play  our  part  as  the  author  of  The 
Drama  of  Life  would  have  us  do? 


THE  RICH  MAN'S  TREAT. 


Under  auspices  of  the  Johannesburg 
Relief  Society. 


As  a  sequel  to  the  semi-annual  con- 
ference the  Johannesburg  Belief  Society 
staged  "The  Rich  Man's  Treat"  on 
Friday,  May  23rd.,  in  the  form  of  an  en- 
tertaining concert  to  the  150  patrons 
assembled  at  Ram  ah.  to  assist  with  their 
contributions  toward  the  admirable  work 
of  this  organization. 

Not  only  was  the  work  of  the  pre- 
sidency, sisters  Edith  Muir,  Mary  E. 
Vice  and  J.  L.  Hubert  and  Sisters  Mary 
Kruger  and  H.  Louw  the  secretary  and 
assistant,  a  success  in  arranging  and 
supervising  the  program,  but  they  also 
held  true  to  the  spirit  of  the  Relief 
Society  by  furnishing  to>  their  apprecia- 
tive guests  free  refreshments  and  dain- 
ties. 


The  beautiful  pianoforte  solo  by  Mrs. 
Steyne  was  well  received  to  commence 
the  interesting  evening  and  then  followed 
Miss  Marjery  Issacs  with  a  recitation 
called  "  Yellow  Eyes  "  which  brought  her 
to  the  stage  for  an  encore.  With  delight 
to  the  audience  Miss  Nan  Glennie 
uniquely  skipped,  bowed  and  made  merry 
with  two  fancy  dances  following  which 
Miss  Cavel  Blake  recited  two  excellent 
numbers.  Little  Miss  Joyce  Cook  in  her 
usual  undisturbed  manner  for  a  child  re- 
cited two  numbers  which  further  en- 
deared her  to  her  accumulating  host  of 
admirers.  Miss  Iza  Hughes  sang  two 
vocal  numbers  accompanied  by  her 
mother,  the  second  being  by  reason  of 
continued  encoring  of  the  audience,  after 
which  the  "ever  ready  "  Bill  Groves 
brought  cheers,  smiles  and  laughter  from 
the  crowd  when  he  recited  "  Adam  and 
Eva  and  the  Lord's  winter  apples."  He 
also  continued  to>  make  his  hearers  merry 
by  his  antics  and  well  acted  part  as 
Patrick  the  Butler  in  the  one  act  play 
which  followed.  Miss  Phyllis  Orton  a 
promising  soprano  singer  accompanied 
by  her  mother,  sang  a  vocal  solo. 

"Circumstances  Alter  Cases"  was  well 
indicated  when  Patrick  the  Butler  open- 
ed a  one  aco  play  by  talking  to  himself 
betwixt  some  Irish  whiskers.  It  was  hard 
to  detect  that  the  Butler  was  imperson- 
ated by  Mr.  Bill  Groves  so  well  did  he 
play.  With  Dr.  Goodenough  which 
proved  to  be  brother  A.  Pace,  Miss  M. 
Groves  playing  Dorothy  (Calberts  Ward) 
found  herself  deeply  in  love  as  she , 
answered  the  perplexing  and  imperative 
questions  from  the  eager  Doctor.  Always 
with  a  bag  of  Dr.  .Goodenough 's  remedies 
equal  to  an  American  Drug  store,  Sister 
E.  Maree  as  Mrs.  Mainchance  counted 
the  loss  of  "her  late  lamented  husband" 
with  much  grief  until  she  thought  the 
aspiring  doctor  was  seeking  her  hand*  and 
when  she  became  aware  that  the  good 
doctor  desired  her  sister,  she  acted  the 
part  of  "Rage"  to  such  an  extent  that 
hardly  the  efforts  of  the  retired  merchant 
Mr.  Calbert,  could  quiet  her  martial 
ardour  even  if  he  pointed  the  small  din- 
ner bell  at  her  in  order  to  quell  her  wrath. 
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Mr.  P.  Esterhuizen  who  took  the  part  of 
the  retired  merchant  showed  his  ability 
to  act  the  part  as  merchants  usually  do, 
(to  gather  everything  about  them)  and 
he  finally  found  Emmeline,  (a  friend  of 
jfche  family)  infatuated  and  deeply  in 
love  and  to1  his  surprise  she  accepted  his 
proposal  to'  let  him  be  her  protecter  in 
life,  which  in  reality  is  true  for  they  are 
husband  and  wife.  The  part  of  Emmeline 
was  played  with  dignity  by  Mrs.  D. 
Esterhuizen. 

The  concert  was  a  success,  both  finan- 
cially and  socially  and  the  Johannesburg 
Relief  Society  are  to  be  congratulated 
and  through  the  pages  of  Cumorah's 
Southern  Cross  the  Society  thank  all  for 
any  part  or  thing  done  by  anyone  to 
make  it,  "  The  Rich  Man's  Treat  "  to 
the  poor. — D. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  AND  MUTUAL 

SUPERVISOR. 

An  additional  member  to  the  official 
staff  of  the  South  African  Mission  has 
been  made  by  the  appointment  of  Elder 
Evan  P.  Wright,  April  15th,  as  Mission 
Supervisor  of  Sunday  Schools  and 
Mutuals.  Although  no  abrupt  and  im- 
mediate changes  in  procedure,  officers 
and  programs  is  contemplated,  however, 
Elder  Wright  will  carefully  survey  The 
affairs  of  the  Mission  relative  to  these 
two  branches  of  service  and  gradually 
these  organizations  will  find  themselves 
conforming  to  all  regulations,  practices, 
programs,  entertainments  and  general 
interest,  like  those  in  America. 

For  sometime  it  has  been  hoped  that 
the  branch  work  could  be  given  into  the 
hands  of  the  branch  membership  and 
thereby  free  the  missionaries  to  do>  more 
intensive  labor  proselytizing.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  such  will  ultimately  be  the 
case.  Although  the  missionaries  will 
advise  and  assist  where  possible,  never 
the-less  elder  Wright  will  take  up  all 
matters  pertaining  to  these  branch  organ- 
izations   directly    with    their    officers    as 


nearly  as  possible,  and  they  will  there- 
fore, proceed  according  to  his  instruc- 
tions. 

Elder  Wright  has  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  the  Mission  President  and  if 
the  members  of  the  branches  will  give 
him  equal  confidence  there  will  be  a 
great  labor  of  love  in  these  organizations 
throughout  the  Mission  and  growth  in 
membership  and  interest  is  bound  to  re- 
sult. Will  all  officers  and  members  treat 
communications  from  Elder  Wright  in 
an  official  manner  and  make  any  corres- 
pondence brief  and  to  the  point  and  re- 
spect him  as  a  Mission  officer. — I). 


COMING  OF  CHRIST. 

Do  you  know  that  it  is  the  eleventh 
hour  of  the  reign  of  Satan  on  the  earth? 
Jesus  is  coming  to  reign,  and  all  you  who 
fear  and  tremble  because  of  your 
enemies,  cease  to*  fear  them,  and  learn  to 
fear  to  offend  God,  fear  to  transgress  his 
laws,  fear  to  do  any  evil  to  your  brother, 
or  to  any  being  upon  the  earth,  and  do 
not  fear  Satan  and  his  power,  nor  those 
who  have  only  power  to  slay  the  body, 
for  God  will  preserve  his  people. 

Jesus  has  been  upon  the  earth  a  great 
many  more  times  than  you  are  aware  of. 
When  Jesus  makes  his  next  appearance 
upon  the  earth,  but  few  of  this  Church 
will  be  prepared  to  receive  him  and  see 
him  face  to  face  and  converse  with  him ; 
but  he  will  come  to  his  temple.  Will  he 
remain  and  dwell  upon  the  earth  a 
thousand  years,  without  returning?  He 
will  come  here,  and  return  to  his  man- 
sions where  he  dwells  with  his  Father, 
according  to  my  understanding.  Then 
angels  will  come  and  begin  to  resurrect 
the  dead,  and  the  Savior  will  also  raise 
the  dead,  and  they  will  receive  the  keys 
of  the  resurrection,  and  will  begin  to 
assist  in  that  work.  Will  the  wicked 
knew  of  it?  They  will  know  just  as  much 
abut  that  as  they  now  know  about 
"  Mormonism,"  and  no  more..  Brigham 
Young. 
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CAPE  DISTRICT. 

"Cumorah,"  Main  and  Grove  Rds.,  Mowbray. 

Byron  C.  Peterson,  District  President. 

Brother  and  Sister  Frank  Smith  were 
again  made  happy  by  the  arrival  of  a  new 
girl  April  29. 

Brother  Dick  Jakins  is  quite  the 
proud  uncle. 

While  tracting  under  the  guidance  of 
some  unseen  hand,  Elder  Taylor  was  led 
to  the  home  of  Mrs,  Humphries  of  Mow- 
bray, where  some  unknown  distant  rela- 
tives were  discovered. 

Since  the  return  of  Elder  Randall  back 
to>  Cape  on  May  3,  additional  zeal  and 
enthusiasm  has  resulted.  Lantern  lec- 
tures have  been  held  at  the  homes  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  of  Mowbray,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Prince  of  Observatory,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Friend  of  Mowbray.  All 
were  delighted  with  the  external  proof  of 
the  Book  of  Mormon's,  origin,  and  are 
reading  the  Book  of  Mormon  from  a  dif- 
ferent point  of  view. 

A  cottage  meeting  was  held  at  Brother 
and  Sister  Swarts,  April  29.  Regular 
afternoon  Sunday  School  is  still  being 
held  at  Brother  and  Sister  Holman's  at 
Woodstock. 

May  10,  witnessed  a  most  inspiring 
and  beautiful  Mother's  Day  Programme. 
Tributes  to  Motherhood  was  featured 
both  at  Sunday  School  and  Evening 
services. 

A  most  fruitful  and  profitable  trip  was 
enjoyed  by  President  Peterson,  Sister 
Dalton  and  Master  George  Edward,  to 
Robertson  on  May  6.  While  at  Robert- 
son a  baptismal  service  was  held  at  which 
time  Elder  Brummer  baptized  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Crows,  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Germishuys, 
and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  van  Molendorff  in  the 
Bree  River,  with  a  curious  and  excitable 
crowd  as  onlookers.  President  Peterson 
confirmed  Mr.  Germishuys,  Mrs.  Crows, 
and  Mr.  van  Molendorff.  Elder  Brum- 
mer confirmed  Mrs.  Germishuys,  Mr. 
Crows,   and  Mrs.  van  Molendorff.     Lan- 


tern lectures  have  been  held  at  Mr.  Wal- 
lender's,  Herbst's  and  other  homes  at 
Robertson,  at  which  as  high  as  29  in- 
terested persons  have  been  in  attendance 
at  one  lecture.  Mother's  Day  Program- 
me at  Robertson  was  exceptionally  at- 
tended by  18  persons. 

Much  practical  and  encouraging  advice 
was  given  to  the  newly  organized  Branch 
Relief  Society  by  Mission  President  of 
Relief  Societies,  Geneve  J.  Dalton.  Sister 
J.  E.  S,  Brummer,  our  local  lady  mis- 
sionary is  President  of  the  Robertson 
Branch  Relief  Society. 

With  sorrowful  hearts  and  tear  moist- 
ened eyes,  a  large  group  of  saints  and 
friends  saw  Sister  Sutherland  depart 
from  South  Africa  on  board  the  Saxon 
for1  her  native  land  and  home,  Aberdeen, 
Scotland.  The  week  previous  to  her  de- 
parture a  most  enjoyable  night  of  enter- 
tainment of  games,  funmaking  and  re- 
freshments was  held  at  Cumorah,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Relief  Society. 

Elder  Eldon  Harris,  newly  arrived 
Elder  from  America,  has  been  trans- 
ferred from  Cape  to  Transvaal  District. 

Mowbray  Sunday  School  greatly  feels 
the  loss  of  Brother  Samuel  Wamouth, 
who>  has  been  transferred  from  his  work 
in  Cape  Town  to  Johannesburg.  He  will 
be  a  great  source  of  enthusiasm  and 
strength  to  Johannesburg  Branch  Organ- 
ization. 

Ascension  day  was  fittingly  observed  by 
a  number  of  Elders  and  Brothers  of  Mow- 
bray Branch,  ascending  to  the  top  of 
Table  Mountain,  on  May  14.  It  may  be 
wise  to  say  they  also  descended  the  same 
day,  and  how! — with  aching,  sore  and 
stiff  muscles. 

Cape  District  Conference  has  been  in- 
definetly  postponed  from,  May  24,  until 
the  arrival  of  President  Dalton,  who  is 
at  the  present  detained  Up  Country. 


TRANSVAAL  DISTRICT. 

No.  395,  Commissioner  Street,  Johannesburg. 

Elder  K.  Y.  Stringham,  Dist.  President. 

Transvaal  Relief  Societies  are  forging 
ahead  in  splendid  manner.  From  indica- 
tions,  the  bazaar  next  spring  will  be   a 
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huge  affair,  with  the  result  that  relief  for 
many  poor  will  be  made  possible.  Johan- 
nesburg Branch,  has  difficulties,  but  is 
"keeping  at  it."  Waterval  made  a  drive 
in  their  branch  and  raised  funds  to  start 
buying  material  for  their  sewing.  They 
were  able  to  make  a  rather  large  pur- 
chase but  the  sisters  (and  brothers)  have 
produced  the  finished  articles  and  are 
now  selling  them  to  get  money  for  more 
material.  Brother  Alfred  McKnight's 
capable  needle  has  been  of  much  assist- 
ance. Pretoria,  with  Sister  Anna  Charl- 
ton as  leader,  and  Premier  Mine  branch 
with  Sister  Georgiana  Spear,  president, 
lack  members  but  are  doing  good  work. 

Johannesburg  M.I. A.  is  stepping  out 
ink:  a  new  venture.  Instead  of  one  class 
as  usual  they  are  having  the  adult  class 
and  a  younger  group  or  "M"  Men  and 
Gleaners.  The  adults,  under  the  direc- 
tion ot  Elder  L.  G.  Muir,  are  taking  up 
a  study  of  Church  history.  The  "M" 
Men  and  Gleaners  are  having  diversified 
Gospel  study  with  social  organization  in 
the  hope  of  interesting  their  friends.  The 
Gospel  message  and  Latter-day  Saint 
ideals  are  being  spread  through  this  or- 
ganization, with  proper  interest  and  lots 
of  work. 

The  Lantern  Slide  Lecture  has  been 
shown  before  interested  groups  in  the 
homes  of  Miss  Anna  Visagie,  872  Schul- 
ler  St.,  Forest  Hill;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ferrera,  75  Jule  St.,  Jeppe,  and  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  F.  Walton,  241  Highland  Road, 
Kensington.  We  appreciate  the  kindness 
of  these  people. 

Mr.  and  Sister  Viljoen  of  Linden  are 
the  proud  parents  of  a  child  born  April 
2.  We  are  not  sure  if  the  child  isn't  a 
girl;  we  will  tell  you  next  issue.  (News 
Editor's  Note:  Ho!  Ha! — Job'g  reporter) 

Brother  and  Sister  Louw  of  63  Car- 
narvon Road,  Troyville,  have  spent  a 
holiday  visiting  friends  in  various  parts 
of  the  Transvaal.  Sister  Joyce  (Brum- 
mer)  Anderson  took  care  of  their  children 
while  Brother  and  Sister  Louw  were 
away.  Sister  Anderson  was  in  from  her 
home  in  Pblitzi  on  account  of  her  health. 
She  is  now  somewhat  improved  and  at 
home  again.     Her  father,  Brother  A.  G. 


Brummer,  of  Linden,  is  spending  a  few 
weeks  with  her. 

Brother  and  Sister  Norman  G.  Muir 
and  family  of  18a  Nourse  Street,  Fair- 
view,  just  returned  from  a  three  weeks' 
holiday  in  Parys. 

Sister  Joyce  Engh,  of  55  Princess 
Street,  Troyville,  spent  her  holiday  in 
Natal,  though  not  enjoying  good  health 
most  of  the  time. 

Brother  James  C.  Campbell  and 
family,  of  Kimberley,  have  recently 
moved  to  Johannesburg.  Brother  Camp- 
bell is  employed  with  the  Australian 
Mineral  Water  Co.  in  Jeppe  Extension. 

Brother  Paul  Harris  is  now  at  work 
with  the  Breyton  Hotel,  Breyton,  after 
a  long  siege  of  unemployment. 

Donald  and  Brother  Richard  Hughes, 
of  45  Victoria  Road,  Regents  Park, 
motored  to  Lourenco  Marques  seeking 
employment.  They  were  not  pleased 
with  conditions  there. 

Brother  and  Sister  Frederick  J.  Spear, 
at  the  Premier  Diamond  Mine,  are  re- 
joicing over  the  birth  of  a  babv  daughter, 
April  25. 

KIMBERLEY  DISTRICT. 

No.    43,    Hull    Street,    Kimberley:    Elder 

Herman  J.  Smith,   District   President. 

Between  intensive  preparations  for 
District  Conference,  which  was  held  very 
successfully,  Sunday,  May  3,  some  ex- 
ceptionally interesting  evening  visits 
have  been  enjoyed  by  Elders  Smith  and 
Barker,  also  Elder  Clarence  E.  Randall, 
who  stopped  over  from  April  28  to  May 
1.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  MacCallum,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  MacLachlan  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alex 
Smith,  the  latter  of  Beaconsfield  have 
been  most  hospitable.  The  Relief  Society, 
two  Sunday  Schools  and  evening  serv- 
ices are  also*  enjoying  exceptionally  in- 
teresting and  beneficial  gatherings. 

At  evening  service  April  19,  in  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Sister  Catherine 
Fouchee,  Kenilworth,  Brother  Peter 
Fouchee  was  ordained  to  the  office  of 
deacon. 

On  May  4,  After  all  sessions  of  Con- 
ference had  been  held,  Elders  Smith  and 
Barker   left   with    President   Dalton    for' 
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Johannesburg  to  attend  Conference  and 
labor  for  a  short  period  in  the  Transvaal 
District.  They  had  the  opportunity  of 
visiting  Pretoria  and  Waterrval  and  on 
the  way  back  to  Kimberloy  visited 
Brother  and  Sister  Hibbert  and  family  at 
Potchefstroom,  May  13  and  14. 


EAST  LONDON  DISTRICT. 
No.   95,     St.   George's   Road,     East   London : 

Elder  Thomas  Y.    WHson,   Dist.    President. 

East  London  membership  suffered  a 
loss  early  in  the  month  by  the  departure 
of  the  Doyle  family  for  Estcourt,  Natal, 
where  they  will  make  their  home. 

On  April  5,  the  Mission-wide  program 
celebrating  the  one  hundred  and  first  an- 
niversary of  the  organization  of  the 
Church  was  carried  out.  It  went  over 
big,  as  the  people  put  their  hearts  into 
the  work.  Attendance  was  good,  20  turn- 
ing out. 

Sister  Nellie  M.  Hayden  of  Durban 
visited  East  London  from  April  8  to>  101. 
The  ^amts  enjoyed  the  opportunity  of 
meeting  a  "Go-getter  "  Eelief  Society 
president  and  of  hearing  of  the  success  of 
the  Durban  Eelief  Society  both  in  sew- 
ing and  lesson  work  and  the  recent  con- 
cert. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Conference, 
April  20,  President  Dalton  set  apart 
Brothers  B.  A.  T.  Jubber  as  part-time 
missionaries.  This  step  was  taken,  as 
the  elders  are  to  be  taken  away  from 
East  London,  with  Elders  Smith  and 
Wright  working  both  Port  Elizabeth  and 
East  London,  with  headquarters  at  the 
former.  East  London  meetings  and  af- 
fairs generally  will  be  handled  by  these 
brethren. 

During  the  week  of  April  201  to  24, 
Elder  Wilson  took  Elders  E.  P.  Wright 
and  J.  PL  Smith  around  to  see  all  the 
Saints  and  friends,  both  in  East  London 
and  King  William's  Town.  While  at 
King  William's  Town  arrangements  were 
made  by  Elder  Wilson  for  a  baptismal 
service  to  be  held  the  following  Satur- 
day, May  2. 

A  farewell  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Sons  of  England  hall,  Sunday  evening, 
April  20.  It  performed  a  double  function 
as  the  hall  is  being  given  up  and  as 
Elder  Wilson  is  leaving  for  Johannesburg 


in  the  near  future  and  gave  his  farewell 
talk. 

At  King  William's  Town,  May  2, 
Elder  Thomas  Y.  Wilson  baptized  Bro. 
and  Sister  Emile  E.  Behm,  who  have 
long  been  most  hospitable  friends  to  the 
elders ;  also  he  baptized  Brother  John 
PL  Pike  and  Sister  Dorothy  Pike  and  the 
latter 's  daughter,  Sister  Dorothy  Kean, 
all  in  the  Buffalo  Eiver.  They  were  con- 
firmed, the  first  two  and  last  by  Elder 
Wilson,  Elder  Robert  J.  Evans  confirm- 
ing Brother  and  Sister  Pike.  Elder 
Wilson  also  blessed  Alice,  young  daughter 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Pike.  Testimonies 
were  borne  by  all  present  at  the  Con- 
firmation meeting  held  in  the  Lome  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Behm.  Further 
splendid  thoughts  were  voiced  at  an 
evening  meeting. 

An  additional  evening  service  was  held 
Sunday  May  3,  when  Elder  Wilson  took 
charge  of  a  meeting  at  Orange  Grove  in 
the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Futter. 
Elder  Evans  coincidentally  held  services 
at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Jub- 
ber, at  East  London.  Fine  spirit  was 
present  at  both  gatherings. 

Strong  feelings  of  love  and  respect  for 
Elder  Wilson  were  shown  at  a  farewell 
social  in  his  honor  held  in  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Jubber,  Monday 
evening.  Nearly  all  the  East  London 
saints  turned  out  to  pay  their  respects 
and  enjoy  a  good  time  with  Elder  Wil- 
son, who  left  for  Johannesburg  three 
days  later  to  continue  his  labors. 

Brother  John  Michael  Toughey  and 
Sister  Elsie  C.  J.  Toughey,  investigators 
for  several  years,  took  the  decisive  step, 
Tuesday  May  5,  when  Elder  T.  Y. 
Wilson  baptized  them  in  Second  Creek. 
They  were  confirmed  by  Elders  Wilson 
and  E.  J.  Evan  respectively,  at  an  even- 
ing meeting  in  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  C.  H.  Jubber.  Sister  Toughey 
was  also  set  apart  as  first  counselor  in 
the  Relief  Society.  Sister  Phyllis  Flit- 
ter was  set  apart  as  second  counselor  to 
Sr.  E.  Maud  Jubber,  in  the  Belief 
Society  presidency,  May  7. 

With  the  transfer  of  President  Wilson 
to  Johannesburg,  Elder  J.  H.  Smith  has 
been  appointed  President  of  East  Lon- 
don-Port Elizabeth  Districts,  with  head- 
quarters at  Port  Elizabeth. 
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Queenstown  Branch. 

The  Queenstown  Relief  Society  held  a 
very  successful  food  sale  on  the  evening 
of  April  1,  even  though  there  was  a  heavy 
rain  which  kept  many  people  from  at- 
tending. 

On  April  5,  special  meetings  were  held 
celebrating  the  anniversary  of  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Church.  Although  the 
numbers  were  few  and  singing  of  hymns 
Was  handicapped  by  having  no  organ  or 
piano,  the  meetings  were  filled  with  the 
spirit  of  the  occasion. 

A  sacramental  meeting  at  Cypergat  in 
the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Shelver 
was  enjoyed  April  11,  when  the  Queens- 
town elders  made  a  one-day  trip  out 
there. 

Elders  Evans  and  Smith  left  for  East 
London  for  Conference,  April  16.  Pre- 
sident Dalton  and  Elders  Evans  and 
Randall  arrived  in  Quenstown,  April  21, 
•President  Dalton  and  Randall  leaving 
for  Aliwal  North  the  next  day.  An  enjoy- 
able visit  with  all  the  Queenstown  saints 
during  this  stay,  by  President  Dalton, 
while  following  a  good  meeting  in  the 
elders'  room,  April  21,  the  Relief  Society 
gave  another  food  sale. 

Welcome  news  came  to  Queenstown 
with  the  advent  of  Elder  Kenneth 
Sutherland  (the  little  "Scottie")  from 
Johannesburg  to  labor  with  Elder  Evans 
in  tilling  the  Gospel  soil.  A  plenteous 
crop  of  Gospel  fruit  in  Queenstown  and 
vicinity  is  looked  for  from  Elder  Suther- 
land's "oratory  "  and  Elder  Evan's  con- 
sistent hard  work. 

Aliwal  North. 

An  enjoyable  visit  at  the  home  of 
Brother  and  Sister  Philip  Wagner  by 
President  Dalton  and  Elder  C.  E.  Rand- 
all on  April  23  and  24th  proved  invigorat- 
ing to  them.  Dr.  Wagner  is  tne  Mayor 
of  Aliwal  North  and  his  wife  the  Mayor- 
ess are  perfect  entertainers  and  the  love 
that  is  always  present  in  their  home 
makes  the  visitor  loath  to  part.  With 
plenty  of  kindness,  delicious  food,  and 
dips  in  the  health  giving  hot  mineral 
springs  of  Aliwal  together  with  a  mid- 
night testimony  and  sacrament  meeting 
not  to  mention  the  failure  of  the  movie 


producer  to  click  the  new  "Valentino"  as 
he  plunged  into  the  mire,  in  a  special 
scene  all  proved  most  delightful  and  in- 
teresting. 

Mohales  Hoek. 

Owing  to1  time  limit  and  inability  to 
get  into  immediate  communication  with 
brother  and  sister  Norman  Halse  of 
Mohales  Hoek  and  the  Shelvers  of  Cyper- 
gat, President  Dalton  was  unable  to  visit 
them  as  he  had  desired. 


NATAL  DISTRICT. 

No.  40,   Clark   Road,   Durban:    Elder  A.   Kay 
Berry,   District   President. 

At  a  baptismal  service  held  on  the 
banks  of  the  Umgeni  River,  Sunday 
April  5,  Richard  ("Dickey")  Fagan 
celebrated  Easter  Sunday  by  being 
baptized.  Young  Dickey  is  eight  years 
of  age  and  is  a  "proper  little  man," 
when  dressed  up  in  his  long  trousers.  He 
was  baptized  by  Elder  L.  Winslow 
Hurst  and  confirmed  by  Elder  A.  Kay 
Berry. 

Sister  Nellie  M.  Hayden,  President  of 
the  Durban  Branch  Relief  Society,  made 
a  tour  of  the  Union  recently.  While  on 
her  vacation  she  had  the  privilege  of 
meeting  with  the  Relief  Society  sisters 
of  several  of  the  other  branches  of  the 
Mission  and  exchanging  views  and  ideas 
on  the  work  with  them.  During  her 
absence  the  Relief  Society  meetings  were 
held  fortnightly  instead  of  weekly. 

Brother  Freddie  Hayden  took  suddenly 
ill  with  appendicitis  recently  and  was 
rushed  to  the  hospital.  While  recover- 
ing from  the  operation,  he  contracted 
pneumonia  in  one  lung,  but  has  recover- 
ed nicely,  and  is  now  out  of  the  hospital 
and  about  his  work,  with  less  than  three 
weeks  lost. 

Brother  Edwin  Lester  has  recovered 
from  a  six  weeks'  confinement  due  to 
malarial  fever.  At  one  time  the  illness 
appeared  serious,  but  he  is  now  well  re- 
covered. The  Relief  Society  had  the 
privilege  of  offering  a  little  assistance 
during  the  illness. 
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"KNOWLEDGE    IS    POWER" 

DEVELOP  YOUR  SPIRITUAL  POWER  NOW 
BY  READING  GOOD  BOOKS. 

OBTAINABLE     AT 

CUMORAH,  MAIN  ROAD,   MOWBRAY. 

Something    to    make 
a  noise  about  ! 

Ask   for 

McKay's  Bread 

.     Phone  530  Woodstock. 
•     Factory : 

Main  Road       -       Mowbray. 

Subscribe 

for 

Cumorahs 

Southern    Cross 

NOW! 

THE    Hardware    House 

HAMILTON    &    DUNGAN, 

Main  Road,          Mowbray. 
Phone  531  Woodstock. 

MOWBRAY 
FISH      SUPPLY 

Phone  996   Woodstock. 
Fresh  and  Smoked  Fish  Daily. 

To  Understand  Mormonism 

Read  the  Books  published  by  the  Church — 
We  Recommend — 

Story  and  Philosophy  of  Mormonism   Jas.  E.  Talmage  75  ct   3/6 
The  Gospel    -              -              -                B.  H.  Roberts  $1,25  5/6 

Write  for  a  complete  Catalog  of  Church  Books. 

DESERET  BOOK  COMPANY,  p.o.  Box  1793, 
SALT  LAKE  CITY,  UTAH,  U.S.A. 

I?  "ELRICO"  fcohocdks 

POULTRY     GRAINS    AND     MEALS. 

M 

Household  Supplies  and  Sundries — 

CALDER  &  CO. 

(Manufacturers), 
ain     Road,              Phone  31   and  258.             Wynberg. 
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